
The NIKE SB Blazer review
When the Blazer SB dropped, it didn‘t get the recog-

nition it deserved. But the longer the SB version has 

been available, the more people tried it and, if you 

watched ’Nothing But The Truth‘ (the NIKE SB skate 

movie), you would surely have noticed that it has be-

come a favourite of the Nike SB team as well.

I tested the black/white ones. If you decide you want to give them a try and have never 

had SB Blazers before, make sure to get the right size. The general rule is to get them a 

half size smaller than dunk lows. Even if you think they might be too tight, the toe box 

tends to stretch more than you‘d expect from its look, and you don‘t want your foot to slip 

around because you bought half a size too big. The Blazer breaks in very fast, even faster 

than a dunk, at least in the case of the suede models. Another reason for buying them a 

half size smaller is that the inner side panel of the shoe is just a layer of upper material, a 

layer of canvas inner material and a third layer of synthetic fabric on the inside where the 

swoosh is sewed on. This makes the shoe com-

fortable because of its soft and thin feeling, but it 

reduces support. The thin material combination 

becomes  unstable  after  several  wears  and 

bends over the outsole away from the inner side 

of your foot. If you buy them in your ”Dunk size“, 

this effect will be even bigger and the shoe loos-

es the ability to support at all.

Durability:
To keep it short: the durability of the Blazer is great for a shoe that is so thin with a vulcan-

ized sole. The reasons are simple. First, it has only three 

big panels – the toe panel, side panel and lace panel – 

which  reduces  the  surface  where  a  tear-apart  process 

could start. Second, there is almost no stitching that could 

get ripped trough. This combination leads to a shoe that is 

durable  but  thin,  not  many  other  shoes  on  the  market 

combine  this.  The  roundly  shaped  toe  box  fits  to  this 

whole concept because it withstands tricks that involve the peak of the shoe, such as kick-



flips, better than shoes with arrow-shaped toe boxes. The toe box consists of three layers: 

the material of the outside, a layer of white elastic plastic and the inner canvas lining. This 

construction makes sure that if the first layer has holes, the shoe still will last some time 

because of the solid plastic cap that comes afterwards. All  in all,  the combination and 

thickness of the materials means the shoe is very durable because of a ”less is more“ 

strategy but, at the same time, it stays thin, which supports the board feeling of the shoe. 

Although there‘s no lace protection, the laces won‘t rip fast because of the high side pan-

els and the resulting tight lacing method, as long as you don‘t want them laced completely 

loose.

Normally the weak spot of vulcanized shoes for skating is the outsoles – they provide ex-

cellent grip but normally die before the upper even gets holes. The Blazer is different in 

this case. On first sight it doesn‘t even look vulcanized, maybe because of the structure it 

has, maybe because Nike isn‘t using the black Vans stripe that every other skate shoe 

company has copied. Because the 

forefoot part of the midsole is dou-

ble-layered, there‘s plenty of materi-

al to be skated through, but it also 

provides  the  grip  of  a  vulcanized 

sole as expected. The same is the 

case with the outsole on the bottom. 

It  has  a  rough  and  deep  herring 

bone  pattern  that  lasts  for  a  long 

time, at least as good as a cup sole. 

The  sole  is  a  great  example  of  a 

durable vulcanized shoe, not like, for example, the éS vulcanized soles that are a slick in 

less than 2 weeks.

Breathability:
Like already stated in the Nike SB Dunk Low review, breathability is an important feature in 

skate shoes. However, it is mostly underrated and not the main reason to buy a specific 

shoe. The ventilation of the Blazer is very bad. There are only two ventilation holes(!) in 

the whole shoe; no mesh and no other breathable parts. People who don‘t care about 

hot/wet feet while skating or simply don‘t get hot feet shouldn‘t worry, but if you are sensi-

tive when it comes to breathability the Nike SB Blazer shouldn‘t be your first choice.



Cushion:
Like almost all Nike SB shoes, the Blazer uses 

5 mm zoom air in the heel to absorb compres-

sion  while  landing.  Apart  from that,  the  shoe 

doesn‘t come with any further material to pro-

tect your feet except the foam insole. But in this 

category  of  skating  footwear,  that‘s  already 

more compared  to  other  companies’  models 

that just come with a foam insole, without any 

shock  absorbing  device  at  all. If  you  have  a 

look at the pictures of the deconstructed Blazer, 

you can clearly  see that  there‘s  no foam be-

tween the sole on the bottom and the insole. 

The sole isn‘t massive, but divided in crosses 

with air in between, that work as placeholders 

to  reduce  the  material  and,  therefore,  the 

weight (and costs). A disadvantage of this con-

struction could be that the forces created while 

skating and especially landing aren‘t distributed in the best way because the pressure is 

concentrated on the crosses instead of the whole surface of the sole. An improvement 

might be to fill in the gaps between the crosses with foam, so the surface area is bigger. 

But, in this case, only pressure tests by the engineering department of Nike or a institute 

with comparable possibilities  are able to unveil the truth, my resources aren‘t able to do 

such a test. All in all, the cushion of the Blazer is neither very good nor very bad, If you 

skate gaps and rails you‘ll sooner or later get heel bruises with this shoe, but in compari-

son with models of other companies, the 5mm zoom air sets the Blazer one step beyond.

Board feeling/Shape/Stickiness:
The board feeling of the Blazer is perfect due 

to its vulcanized sole construction. It‘s so good 

it feels like you could „grab“ the edge of your 

board with  your toes while doing heelflips.  If 

you have a look at the deconstruction pictures, 

you can see that the forefoot of the gum does-

n‘t come with the cross pattern. It is really thin 

so your  forefoot  is  as close to  the board as 



possible. The shape of the toe box looks completely different to most of the other shoes on 

the market. At first glance, it‘s a classical adidas superstar/  Lakai mj-3 shape, but if you 

look closer it‘s arrow shaped as well, in a way which is really hard to describe. The pic-

tures should give a better impression. 

The stickiness of the Blazer’s sole has its roots in two different facts. First, the sole is vul-

canized, which is always a way to provide some stickiness. Second, the deep herring-

bone pattern also supports it. These two aspects provide a shoe with perfect grip that will 

last longer than just two weeks.

Comfort/Support:
A general advantage of the Blazer SB is that it doesn‘t feel like a normal hightop. The 

edges don‘t cut into your ankle, at least while getting broken in.

The shaft of the shoe is really flexible and thin, which is an advantage when you want to 

bend your ankle, and you will basically need that for every trick from the ollie to a switch 

360° flip. The weight of the Blazer is not bad for a vulcanized hightop skate shoe, at least 

from a subjective view it doesn‘t feel heavy on your foot compared with shoes from other 

companies with the same features, especially vulcanized vans shoes feel a lot heavier on 

your foot. The reason for this might be that the gum sole isn‘t massive, so the weight of the 

heaviest part, the sole, is reduced, as already described in the cushion paragraph. 

Some people  get blisters in the area of the pinky toe when they break in a new pair of 

Blazers, although the inner of the shoe is very comfortable. If you notice pain in this region 

during the first few wears, you should avoid wearing them for several hours straight away 

and try to switch to other shoes to give your toe some time to relax. To make their shoes 

more comfortable, Nike SB should also improve the design of the insole. They are almost 

completely flat without any adjustment to the ergonomic shape of the human foot. Other 

companies use insoles with a wedge on the merian of the foot, that supports and stabilizes 

their natural shape. Have a look at the picture: on the left side is the flat Nike SB Blazer in-

sole, and on the right the insole of the newly released Adidas campus vulc, which is er-

gonomically shaped.



It doesn‘t affect the comfort of the shoe directly, but since there are no tongue straps, the

tongue tends to slide to the side. Although they have a lace loop on the tongue that you 

definitely should use, the problem can‘t be fixed completely and it gets pretty annoying to 

rearrange the tongue every two minutes. On the other hand, something that‘s really a nice 

invention is the sleek and thin leather on the inside. By using it your foot will slip in easily 

and, after your feet got a little wet while skating, it provides an excellent grip and your heel 

won‘t slip. Second, the leather doesn‘t get those nasty little white knobs from your socks 

like other inside materials do, it just stays clean and tidy. Unfortunately most of the newer 

Blazer releases don't feature the leather on the inside anymore, it has been replaced with 

a woven cotton material which doesn't have the advantages mentioned above. All in all, 

the Blazer SB is a very comfortable shoe although there is no thick stuffing in the heel 

area. It definitely proves that thick stuffing isn‘t the main reason why a shoe feels cozy on 

your foot.

 Now to the support of the Blazer. It really depends on how you look at this shoe. If you 

see it as a regular hightop skate shoe, the support is really bad compared to sneakers of 

other brands. The downside of the advantages, such as great board feel, durability be-

cause of fewer panels and stitching and that it doesn‘t cut your ankle, is that it provides 

less support than you might be used to from a dunk high or a Lakai mj-3 high. But if you 

are looking for more support than a low-top but you want the freedom of your ankle as 

well, with the appearance of a hightop, then the Blazer should be your choice. By lacing 

them differently, you can easily adjust the available support. If you like your shoes loose or 

want your ankle to bend as much as possible when you flick your board, you can just un-

lace the top three holes (if you unlace more holes the shoe will just fall off your feet...), or 

you can lace them  to the top and tighten them to get maximum support.

Until that point, you can‘t really blame Nike SB for the lack of support since the concept of 

the shoe is that rounded up. 

But  a  problem  that  Nike  should  have 

fixed when they introduced Blazers to the 

SB line is the small and weak support el-

ement of the  Blazer (for cross reference 

check my review of  the  NIKE SB dunk 

low). It is not much bigger than the ones 

used  in  the  Dunk  and  are  easy  to 

squeeze,  which  indicates  less  support 

and stability for your heel and ankle area. 



And since the material that surrounds the area is just made up of the suede, very thin fill-

ing and the inner leather layer, the element builds an edge after several wears that stands 

out and is uncomfortable.

Improvements:
The things that should be changed by Nike SB are better ventilation possibilities, maybe 

tongue straps (but that‘s not so important) and a slightly bigger support element in the 

heel. Nobody wants a hiking boot for skating, but a little more support would be reason-

able for a hightop. If you have a close look at the newly released Nike SB Blazer Low, you 

can see that Nike definitely did their homework when they gave the low version the SB 

treatment. The Blazer Low features big ventilation holes in the toe box and a perforated 

side panel that both has been made very smart and the support element is at least as 

good as the ones of comparable shoes.

one sentence summary:
The Blazer SB is a thinly built,  vulcanized hightop with subtle padding, which is more 

durable than the average vulcanized shoe, but has great board feel and allows more foot 

movement than other hightops.

Product shot of the Blazer: NikeSkateboarding.com

All other pictures were taken by myself.

Thanks to Tim Weissberg, aka “Timo Fett”, who had a look at grammar and spelling.


