
The 

Adidas Campus Vulc 
review
The  Adidas  Campus  vulc  is  the  German 

brand’s first vulcanised skate shoe after it re-

entered  the  skate  shoe  market.  The  model, 

introduced to the Adidas Skateboarding line in 

spring 2008,  instantly  became a favourite  for 

many and the fact that almost the whole team 

skates  in  them  is  always  a  huge  statement 

about the skateability of a shoe.

If you decide that you'd like to give the Adidas 

Campus  vulc  a  try,  as  always,  get  the  right 

size.  The sizing  of  the Campus vulc  is  a  bit 

difficult. I  chose  a  US  9.  For  comparison,  I 

wear a US 9,5 in Nike SB Harbors, Blazers and 

Lakai Selects. It is highly recommended to try 

these on first because they vary a bit.  If  you 

buy them online make sure you can send them 

back if they don't fit. The fit of the shoe is a bit 

tricky  because  it  not  just  depends  on  the 

length, but also the width of your feet. If  you 

have slim feet, you should probably pick a half 

size smaller (like I did), even if they seem to be a bit too short – they will widen with time. If 

you have wider feet, get them true to size. They seem to vary a bit depending on different 

seasons. My brother, who skates as well, has one colorway from every season so far, all in 

all four pairs, and according to him every pair felt and fitted a bit different. A reason for 

these small fit variations might be that Adidas is making improvements from season to 

season. But it shouldn't bother you as long as you are able to try them on in your local 

shop.



Durability
One of  the  main  reasons for  the  great 

overall  durability  of the Adidas Campus 

vulc is the „less is more“ approach. The 

use  of  a  basic  design,  with  only  three 

different panels in the relevant front area 

reduces  the  points  of  attack,  where  a 

tear-apart process could start. The whole 

sidepanel  is  made  out  of  one  piece  of 

leather,  on  top  of  it  a  panel  where  the 

lace  holes  are  placed and a  one-piece 

toepanel, that's it. Another important detail is that the area where all panels come together 

is secured by double stitching on each panel, which makes sure they stay attached to 

each other for the whole lifespan of the shoe. 

It's  not  just  the  placement  of  the  stitching  that  make  this  shoe  durable,  but  also  the 

workmanship. The thread has been tightened more than usual. This creates its own valley 

for the thread in the soft suede, instead of lying on top of it. Therefore, the stitching is 

almost hidden in the upper material, which protects it.All of the panels remained attached 

to each other for the duration of the test.

The laces are a weak spot of the Campus vulc. There are no alternative lacing options and 

because of the short sidewalls the laces have a lot of contact with the griptape. It only took 

two hours of skating for the laces to rip through. The only solution to improve the lifespan 

of the laces is to coat the critical areas with a thin layer of super glue.         

The design of the toe box piece is also 

essential for the durability. What's special 

in the case of the Adidas Campus vulc is 

the extremely flat silhouette. If you have 

a look at the shoe, you can clearly see 

that the toe box of the Campus vulc is 

about half as high as the one of the Nike 

SB Blazer, in comparison. This geometry 

makes an already durable toe box even 

better. 



The surface that touches the griptape during a trick is smaller in this case and, instead of 

the toepiece, the more durable midsole becomes the contact zone between shoe and 

board. 

One  small  problem  area  is  where  the 

midsole  and  the  bottom  sole  are 

vulcanised together. After some time, the 

midsole  begins  to  peel  away  in  some 

areas  and  „pockets“  between  the  two 

sole  parts  appear.  It  doesn't  affect  the 

performance too much, but small stones 

and  dirt  tend  to  get  stuck  in  these 

pockets. 

The midsole of the Adidas Campus vulc 

is very thick compared with other vulcanised skate shoes from other brands, which is good 

for the abrasion resistance as well as the required support of a skate shoe. The additional 

layer of vulcanised rubber in the front doubles the durability in the key area. Although the 

extra material adds weight to the design, it is a reasonable way to expand the life of a 

skate shoe.

The  used  herringbone  pattern  on  the 

outsole  also  contributes  to  the  overall 

durability  of  the  shoe.  Its  deep  and 

roughly  structured  pattern  provides 

excellent grip that lasted the whole time 

the  shoe  was  in  use.  The  depth  is 

especially important. The more worn out 

the structure of the sole is, the less grip it 

has. Once the sole is completely flat the 

grip  is  mostly  lost.  During  the  testing 

process, no areas of the Adidas Campus vulc were completely worn out, as you can see in 

the pictures. This is a key feature for long-lasting grip.

The construction of the tongue is very smart and has been made with the specific needs of 

a skate shoe in mind. The lower part, that stays under the laces, has been made out of 

mesh, which provides breathability. 



The  upper  part,  that  comes  into  contact  with  the  griptape  while  doing  heelflips,  for 

example, has been made out of suede with the same tight stitching as mentioned above, 

which provides durability. An edge band hasn't been used so the tongue always stays tidy.

The tongue of the Adidas Campus vulc incorporates a thoughtful use of materials with 

different features while keeping it simple.

All  in all, the durability of the Adidas Campus vulc is great for this kind of skate shoe, 

mainly because of the smart design and workmanship. My testing pair lasted for 25 hours

of skating. The Nike SB Harbor, a comparable basic vulcanised skate shoe, lasted just 17 

hours. Because of the difference of 8 hours it is safe to say that, even with all measuring 

discrepancies taken into account, the Campus vulc lasted longer.

The only weak spot are the laces, they shouldn't rip through within the first two hours, but 

aside from that durability is one of the the achievements of the Adidas Campus vulc.

Cushion
A  central  problem  of  vulcanised 

skateboarding  shoes  is  that  they  offer 

great boardfeel,  but aren’t  very good at 

cushioning  landings.  This  leads  to 

exhausted  feet  that  hurt  after  every 

session and can damage them if they are 

put  under  the  pressures  that  can  be 

developed by skateboarding for a longer 

amount of  time. The sole of the Adidas 

Campus  vulc  has  no  special  cushion 

element in the heel. As you can see on the profile pictures, the  heel to forefoot ratio is 

quite big.

Because of this difference in height and the open spaces between the outsole and the 

insole, the Campus has the ability to cushion landings a bit, which is enough to stop the 

problem  of  painful  feet.So  although  the  Adidas  Campus  vulc  doesn't  have  a  special 

cushion element, it is still very comfortable for a vulcanised model and the cushion should 

be comparable with a thicker cupsole construction. Even after longer sessions no painful 

feet were experienced.



Breathability
The Breathability of the Adidas Campus 

vulc is average. The shoe has a decent 

amount  of  ventilation  holes,  located 

between the stripes. 

However,  the forefoot doesn't  have any 

holes,  which  could  be  improved.  As 

already mentioned,  the tongue is  partly 

made out  of  mesh,  which  allows some 

airflow in the instep of your foot,  a key 

area.  Except  from  these  areas,  there 

aren't any possibilities for moisture exchange. The shoes were tested during autumn and 

winter so this review can't go into too much detail about the breathability, but judging by 

the air flow possibilities the shoe offers, the breathability isn't too good. On the other hand, 

many comparable vulc shoes only offer worse or equal breathability, so unless you attach 

a lot of importance to this feature, the Adidas Campus vulc is still a good choice.

Shape
The shape of the toebox is close to a classic 

Adidas Superstar/Nike SB Blazer silhouette. It's 

C-shaped, edgier than the Nike Blazer toebox, 

and a bit pointy as well, but not to the extent of 

a  soccer  shoe-inspired  toe  though.  To  get  a 

better  idea  of  the  shape,  have  a  look  at  the 

picture. Since it's a pretty basic design, not too 

arrow  shaped  and  not  too  dull,  every  skater 

should be able to skate with it.

Flick/Stickieness
The flick of a skate shoe describes the ability to flip the skateboard. The easier it is to flip 

the board with a shoe, the better the flick. In this case the flick is amazing. The Adidas 

Campus vulc offers one of the best flicks I've ever experienced and the shoe really sticks 

to your board. The stickiness of the outsole is great as well. One reason is that vulcanised 

soles are softer than most other cupsoles. But the herringbone pattern helps as well.



The relatively thin and high rubber lines are very flexible and the adhesion between sole 

and the board is very good because of the pattern. The grip of a shoe is also influenced by 

the flexibility of the sole. The better it adopts to the concave of the board, the bigger the 

contact surface.  But most importantly, this great adhesion doesn't noticeably decrease, 

the grip stays for the whole lifespan of the shoe. 

Boardfeeling
The  boardfeeling  of  the  Adidas  Campus  is  also  one  of  its  great  advantages.  As  a 

vulcanised model, you could expect that. But the difference is that this shoe has a well-

balanced ability  to feel your board, something that most other vulc models don't have. 

Balanced means that there's just the right amount of it,  not too thick so it's stiff,  feels 

padded and there's no direct contact to the board, but also not too thin, so your feet aren't 

protected against impacts. To summarise, you could say that the Adidas campus vulc  has 

the boardfeeling of a vulcanised shoe and the impact resistance and protection of a thinner 

cupsole shoe, the best of two worlds combined into one.

Comfort
The Campus vulc uses Adidas GeoFit technology. It consists of four separate pillows on 

both sides of the heel area. It  is intended to stabilise the ankle and fix it  in the same 

position. The resulting pressure under the ankle bone feels pleasant on both sides and at 

the beginning it actually helped to keep the foot in position because the heel was snug in 

the shoe. Unfortunately, the effect decreased with time because the pillows lost its

volume and suspension. After around 10 hours of skating the pillows where almost as flat 

as the rest of the heel cushion.



Something that is a bit annoying is that the insole tends to change position inside the shoe. 

At least it happened to me on one foot several times. You should always place the insole 

back into the right position afterwards, otherwise the risk of a twisted ankle can be higher, 

because the feet aren't in a right angle to the sole anymore. 

The  Adidas  Campus  vulc  features  an 

economically shaped insole.  Because of 

the “wedge” under the arch of your foot, 

it's  much  more  comfortable  and,  while 

landing, the insole can cushion better in 

this region. Without the wedge there's a 

gap between your  arch and the insole, 

the foot gets pressed flat until the gap is 

closed if a non-ergonomic insole is used. 

The  insole  of  the  Campus  vulc  has  a 

distinctive shape and the previously mentioned wedge is quite big which should suit most 

people's feet and feels highly supportive and comfortable. The original dimensions of the 

ergonomic insole stay almost the same over the whole lifespan of the shoe, it  doesn't 

decrease a lot while wearing the shoe, which is very positive.

All in all, the Campus is very comfortable, especially because of the geo fit lining and the 

great insole. Towards the end it gets a bit too soft though and the support is affected. 

However, the colorways with stiffer leather in the heel area don't have this problem.

Support
The  Adidas  Campus  vulc  features  a 

larger support element in the heel than in 

comparable shoes. This creates stiffness 

in  the  heel,  which  keeps  your  feet  in 

position and stabilises your ankles. The 

height  of  the  heel  around  the  Achilles 

tendon is a bit distracting at the beginning 

and might be able to cause blisters if you 

are  not  used  to  the  shoe,  but  it  adds 

supports to your feet.



Unfortunately,  the  fore  foot  loses  it's  stiffness  and  shape  fast,  which  decreases  the 

support. The heel part keeps its stiffness longer but, towards the end of the life of the 

shoe, it becomes weak and loose as well. The use of stiffer materials in this area, like 

leather instead of soft suede, will cause the shoe to keep its shape a bit longer. If you like 

to  have a supportive heel  area,  you will  prefer  the colorways featuring a leather  heel 

section.

All in all, the support of the Adidas Campus vulc is better than the support offered by other 

vulcanised models. The all-suede models tend to widen and lose some of their original 

support though. However, this actually improves the flick of the shoe.

Improvements
All in all, the Adidas Campus vulc comes pretty close to being the „perfect skate shoe“, if 

such a thing exists. But some minor changes could make it even better.

As mentioned above, one weakness of the Campus vulc is that the laces rip through after 

just a few hours of skating. Since the unbreakable laces haven't been developed yet, the 

lace protection should be improved. The Adidas Gazelle Skate features indented eyelets in 

the front of the shoe, this might be a solution for the Campus vulc as well since it doesn't 

change the overall  design too much but significantly decreases the lace abrasion. This 

method of lace protection should not just be used for the first few eyelets but also for the 

two top ones. In my experience, these two eyelets need the most protection. If you look 

from the front you can observe that the sidewalls slightly bend outwards, which causes 

more contact with the griptape for the laces in that region.

Another improvement concerns the GeoFit lining. Since it really helps to keep the foot in 

position and adds support it should be as long lasting as the shoe itself. A foam that keeps 

it's original volume, such as memory foam, for example, could be used for the pillows, so 

they stay firm for the whole lifespan of the shoe.

One Sentence summary
The Adidas Campus vulc is a basic, well-balanced, long lasting vulc model with the right 

amount of boardfeeling, a great, permanent flick and a smart design.
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